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Does Your Playground
Make the Grade?
Use this self-assessment report card to learn how your 
playground can be safe and more comfortable in all seasons.

Achieve a 
Thermally 

Comfortable 
Playground

PlaygroundSafety.org

SITE LOCATION YES NO

Location of the playground is protected from motorized hazards*

Children can be easily viewed on equipment and throughout the playground

The site location is designed to encourage active supervision

Shade (natural, structure, building) is available at least 70% of time during play

Signs are posted to check surfacing and equipment temperatures

APPROPRIATE DESIGN

The playground area is designed for air movement for increased thermal comfort

Trees, plants, or other appropriate landscaping is present

Placement of equipment does not interfere with other play activities

Play equipment is designed to discourage children from climbing outside the structure*

Accessible routes are present allowing children to access the playground and equipment

FALL AREA PROTECTION

Suitable surfacing materials are present 

Use zones have appropriate surfacing*

Concrete footings are covered*

Shade limits temperatures of surfaces during prolonged sun exposure

ENVIRONMENT & EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE

The play area is inviting to users

The play area is well-maintained

The playground and equipment are free from foreign objects

Equipment is free from strangulation hazards*

Equipment is free of head entrapment hazards*

Equipment is free of broken or missing parts

TOTAL POINTS

SCORING SYSTEM

For every 'Yes' your playground 
receives one point. Total up the 
number of points for each section.

______ Site Location

______ Appropriate Design

______ Fall Area Protection

______ Equipment Maintenance

______ Total

A: 24-19
Congratulations, the playground 
is likely safe and thermally 
comfortable.

B: 18-15
The playground is on its way to 
providing a safe and thermally 
comfortable play area. Work on 
the areas checked 'No'.

C: 14-11
The playground is potentially not 
thermally comfortable or has 
unsafe conditions. Take corrective 
measures. 

D: 10-7
The play area potentially has 
unsafe and unhealthy conditions. 
Start today to make plans for 
improvements.

F: 6 & below
Make decisions for improvements 
for safe and healthy play for 
children.

Does Your Playground Make the Grade?
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YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

Directions: Check your playground using the following questions. Answer 'Yes' or 'No' for each statement below. Explanations of the 
questions are described on the back of this sheet. If any of the highlighted boxes* are marked ‘NO’, the potential of a life-threatening 
injury is significantly increased. Contact the owner/operator.

Questions for playground owners, operators, administrators, designers, 
educators and users to keep children safe for all seasons of play.

STEP 1

STEP 2 STEP 3

STEP 4

Check the 
playground 
for safety 
and thermal 
comfort.

Know your score and 
make plans for playground 

thermal comfort and safety.

Visit the site 
for a safety 

check.

Download the thermal 
comfort and playground 

safety report card.

Who is the report card for?

Playground owners and managers, directors, and users
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